
N0M02
I. ^IrjTpiKr) Te^vecov fiev iraaewv earXv^ CTncpa-

peaTciTT}' 8ia Be a[xa6u]v rwv re xpecofieveov avrij,'

Kal TMv eiK)") Tov<; roiovahe Kpwovrwv, ttoXv ti

Traaeojv tjStj twv T€;\;z'e&)r aTToXeiiTeraL.
rj 8e

TMvSe apLapra^ ixaXiaTO, fioi SoKel e^eiv alrii^v

TOLTjvhe' TrpoaTifiov yap hjrptK)']^ /novvrj^; iv Tfjat

TToXeaiv ovBev copiarai, ttXtjv aSo^it]'i' avTq Se

ov TiTpooaKei tou? i^ avrrj'i avyKeifxevov^. o/jLOi6-

TUTOi yap elcTiv
^ ol roiolSe roiat irapeiaayo-

10 fdii'Oiai TrpoacoTTOicriv ev TTjcri rpayMSlrjaiv to?

yap'^ eKeivoi a')(^f]pa pev^ koI aTo\i]v Kal irpoa-
(OTTOV UTTOKpirOV €')(^OV(JLV,

OVK gIctIv Bk VTTOKpiTai,
ovTco Kal ol IrjTpoi, (^i^p-r) fxev iroWoi, epya> 8e

14 TTay^v ^aioL
II. Xyo/; yap, oaTi<i /leWei ir]TpiKfj<; avveaiv

aTp€Kia)<i apfJLoi^eaOai, roivBe fiLv iiTi]^o\ov^ yeve-
aOat' (f)vaio<;' 8iSa(TKa\i>]'i' roirov '

€V(pueo<;'

iraLhop.adlr]';' (fyiXoTTOviij^- \p6vov.^ irpwTov p,ev

ovv TrdvTOjv Sec <^vaio<;' (f>V(Tio<;^ yap avriTrprjcr-

aovarj'i Kevea rravra' "
<pvaio<i oe e? to apLCTTOV

o8r]yeova'r)<;, 8i8aaKa\ir) Te^i'Vi ycverai' r]v /jLera

(^povrj(TLQ<i Set TTepiTroiijaaadai, iraiBo/jLaOea yevo-

p.evov ev tottm okoIo^ €v(f>vi]<i tt/do? /jLciOrjcrLv earat'

10 exf he (f)i\o7rovLr]v TrpoaeveyKaaOai e? )(^p6vov

' narrccv (ffr]v omitted by V. * V omits re and avry.
^ V places elffw after TpaycfStriffiv.
* V liaH Kal yap.

° V omits /itv.
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LAW
I. Medicine is the most distinguished of all the

arts, but through the ignorance of those who practise
it, and of those who casually judge such practitioners,
it is now of all the arts by far the least esteemed.
The chief reason for this error seems to me to be
this : medicine is the only art which our states have
made subject to no penalty save that of dishonour,
and dishonour does not wound those who are com-

pacted of it. Such men in fact are very like the

supernumeraries in tragedies. Just as these have
the appearance, dress and mask of an actor without

being actors, so too with physicians ; many are

physicians by repute, very few are such in reality.
II. He who is going truly to acquire an under-

standing of medicine must enjoy natural ability,

teaching, a suitable place, instruction from childhood,

diligence, and time. Now first of all natural ability
is necessary, for if nature be inopjiosition everything
is in vain. But when nature points the way to what
is best, then comes the teaching of the art. This
must be acquired intelligently by one who from a

child has been instructed in a place naturally suit-

able for learning. Moreover he must apply diligence

* V has p-hv ami tTrvj/SoAos ;
so apparently Vat. Gr. 277.

' For TOTTou M has Tp6irov. So too below.
* The order in V is (pi/ffios- iraiSoinadiris- 5i5aaKa\irts- tSitov

fV(pvfos- (piKoTToviris- XP<^''0V.
* V has rauTTjs for fvaios.

1" V has irdfTa Kived.
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troXvv, 6k(o^ t] /j,(iOi]ai<; ifK^vaiioBelaa le^io)<; re

12 Ka\ eva\E€(i}<; tov<; KapTTOv-; e^eviyKr^rai.
III. 'OKOiy] "yap tmv iv yrj (pvofievcov decopirj,

Toi7]8e KOI rrj<; IrjTptKpj^ j) fiddijcn^;. 7) fxev yap
(fivai'; Tjfiecov okolov

j) X^P^' "^^ ^^ 86yp.ara rwv
hihacrKovTOiv okoIov to, crirepfiaTa' j)

Be iraiho-

fiaOlr], TO Ka6' oiptiv avTO. ireaelv e? rrjv apovpav
o he roTTO^ iv cS 17 fidOyjcri^, okolov

rj etc tov

Tre/ote^Oi'TO? i]epo^ rpo(^rj yiyvofxevy] rolai (pvo/ae-

voiaiv rj
Be (J3i\o7rovLr], epyaairj- 6 he XP^^°^

9 TavTa evicrxvei rrdvTa,^ co? Tpa(by]vai reXew?.^

IV. Tavra oiv ^PV t ^'^ ''"'/^ hjrpiKijv rixi'Tjv

eaeveyKa/xei'Ov^, koI drpeKecD^ a^T?}? yvoyaiv \a-

^ovTa^, ovTco<; dvd xa? vroX^a? ^oireOi/ra?, /jlt]

Xoyo) jJLOvvov, dWa kol epyo) li)Tpou<i vop.iKea6aL.

1)
Be aTreipu], kuko^ d-qaavpo<; kol kukov KeifiijXiov

TotcTiv e)(ovaLv avrrjv, kol ovap Kal virap, evdv-

/it?79 re Ka\ ev(bpo(Tvvi]<; d/jLoipo<;, Bei\L7]<; re /cal

6pa(Tvrr]To<i TtOtjvj], BeiXii] /xev yap dBvva/XLTjv

ay]/j.aLV€L' Opacrvrrj^ Be dre^J'^V^'' Bvo ydp,
10 eiTKny'jiJ.ri re koI Bo^a, wv to fiev iTriaTaaOat

11 TTOiec, TO Be dyvoeiv.-
V. Ta Be lepd eovra TrprjyfiaTa lepoXaiv dvOpd)-

TTOiaL BeifcrvTar ^e^ifKoiai Be ov 6ep.i<;, irplv

3 17 TeXeadoiaiv opyioicriv e7ricrT7]fn]<;.

^ I reprint Littre, but with no confidence, as both us and
dv are strange and the reading of M (kuI Tpa<privai reXeccs

TaiTa • iv x^v) indicates a deep-seated corruption. V has
Kal Tpa(prji'ai reXeia'S- ravra Siv X9^<^^ ia'riv. This seems to

suggest as the correct reading ravra xp(a:v tanv or perhaps
Xp»} oiiv Tavra.

* After ayvoflv most MSS (including ^i) have ^ juev olv

^xi(7Tt;/x7) iro.eei rh (iriaracBai, ti So;o rh ayi'ouv V has 5i5o
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LAW, ii.-v.

for a long period, in order that learning, becoming
second nature, may reap a fine and abundant
harvest.

III. The learning of medicine may be likened to

the growth of plants. Our natural ability is the

soil. The views of our teachers are as it were the

seeds. Learning from childhood is analogous to the

seeds' falling betimes upon the prepared ground.
The place of instruction is as it were the nutriment
that comes from tlie surrounding air to the things
sown. Diligence is the working of the soil. Time

strengthens all these things, so that their nurture is

perfected.
IV. These are the conditions that we must allow

the art of medicine, and we must acquire of it a real

knowledge before we travel from city to city and
win the reputation of being physicians not only in

word but also in deed. Inexperience on the other

hand is a cursed treasure and store for those that

have it, whether asleep or awake ;
^ it is a stranger

to confidence and joy, and a nurse of cowardice and
of rashness. Cowardice indicates powerlessness ;

rashness indicates want of art. There are in fact

two things, science and opinion ; the former begets
knowledge, the latter ignorance.

V. Things however that are holy are revealed only
to men who are holy. The profane may not learn

them until they have been initiated into the mysteries
of science.

' A proverbial expression meaning "alwaj's."

yap, wv rh i.l\v (?) iiricnaffdai iroieei, rb 5e ^7; iirCaTaaQai, t] 5f

56^a rh a7i'oe(i'.
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