
AN ANCIENT HOMILY.

"DRETHREN, we ought so to think of Jesus Christ, as of God, as of

^-^ the Judge of quick and dead. And we ought not to think mean

things of our Salvation : for when we think mean things ofHim, we expect

also to receive mean things. And they that listen as concerning mean

things do wrong ; and we ourselves do wrong, not knowing whence and

by whom and unto what place we were called, and how many things

Jesus Christ endured to suffer for our sakes. What recompense then

shall we give unto Him ? or what fruit worthy of His own gift to us ?

And how many mercies do we owe to Him ! For He bestowed the light

upon us ; He spake to us, as a father to his sons ; He saved us, when

we were perishing. What praise then shall we give to Him ? or what

payment of recompense for those things which we received? we who
were blinded in our understanding, and worshipped stocks and stones

and gold and silver and bronze, the works of men; and our whole

life was nothing else but death. While then we were thus wrapped in

darkness and oppressed with this thick mist in our vision, we recovered

our sight, putting off by His will the cloud wherein we were wrapped.

For He had mercy on us, and in His compassion saved us, having

beheld in us much error and perdition, even when we had no hope of

salvation, save that which came from Him. For He called us, when
we were not, and from not being He willed us to be.

2. Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not. Break out and cry, thou that

travailest not ; for more are the children of the desolate than of her that

hath the husband. In that He said Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not.

He spake of us : for our Church was barren, before that children were

given unto her. And in that He said, Cry aloud, thou that travailest

not, He meaneth this ; Let us not, like women in travail, grow weary of

offering up our prayers with simplicity to God. Again, in that He
said, For the children of the desolate are more than of her that hath the
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husband. He so spake, because our people seemed desolate and forsaken

of God, whereas now, having beheved, we have become more than

those who seemed to have God. Again another scripture saith, / came

not to call the righteous, but sinners. He meaneth this ; that it is right

to save them that are perishing. For this indeed is a great and
marvellous work, to establish, not those things which stand, but those

which are falling. So also Christ willed to save the things which were

perishing. And He saved many, coming and calling us when we were

even now perishing.

3. Seeing then that He bestowed so great mercy on us ; first of all,

that we, who are living, do not sacrifice to these dead gods, neither

worship them, but through Him have known the Father of truth. What
else is this knowledge to Himward, but not to deny Him through whom
we have known Him? Yea, He Himself saith, Whoso confesseth Me,

Him •will I confess before the Father. This then is our reward, if verily

we shall confess Him through whom we were saved. But wherein do

we confess Him? When we do that which He saith and are not

disobedient unto His commandments, and not only honour Him with

our lips, but with our whole heart and with our whole tnind. Now He
saith also in Isaiah, This people honoureth Me with their lips, but their

heart isfarfrom Me.

4. Let us therefore not only call Him Lord, for this will not save

us : for He saith. Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall be

saved, but he that doeth righteousness. So then, brethren, let us confess

Him in our works, by loving one another, by not committing adultery

nor speaking evil one against another nor envying, but being temperate,

merciful, kindly. And we ought to have fellow-feeling one with

another and not to be covetous. By these works let us confess Him,

and not by the contrary. And we ought not rather to fear men but

God. For this cause, if ye do these things, the Lord said, Though ye be

gathered together with Me in My bosom, and do not My commandments, I
will cast you away and will say unto you, Depart from Me, I know you

not whence ye are, ye workers of iniquity.

5. Wherefore, brethren, let us forsake our sojourn in this world and

do the will of Him that called us, and let us not be afraid to depart out

of this world. For the Lord saith, Ye shall be as lamis in the midst of

wolves. But Peter answered and said unto Him, What then, if the

wolves should tear the lambs 1 Jesus said unto Peter, Let not the lambs

fear the wolves after they are dead; andye also, fearye not them that kill
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you and are not able to do anything to you; butfear Him that afterye are

dead hath power over soul and body, to cast them into the gehenna offire.

And ye know, brethren, that the sojourn of this flesh in this world is

mean and for a short time, but the promise of Christ is great and

marvellous, even the rest of the kingdom that shall be and of life

eternal. What then can we do to obtain them, but walk in holiness and

righteousness, and consider these worldly things as alien to us, and not

desire them ? For when we desire to obtain these things we fall away

from the righteous path.

6. But the Lord saith. No servant can serve two masters. If we

desire to serve both God and mammon, it is unprofitable for us : For

what advantage is it, if a man gain the whole world andforfeit his soul ?

Now this age and the future are two enemies. The one speaketh of

adultery and defilement and avarice and deceit, but the other biddeth

farewell to these. We cannot therefore be friends of the two, but must

bid farewell to the one and hold companionship with the other. Let us

consider that it is better to hate the things which are here, because they

are mean and for a short time and perishable, and to love the things

which are there, for they are good and imperishable. For, if we do the

will of Christ, we shall find rest; but if otherwise, then nothing shall

deliver us from eternal punishment, if we should disobey His command-

ments. And the scripture also saith in Ezekiel, Though Noah and Job
and Daniel should rise up, they shall not deliver their children in the

captivity. But if even such righteous men as these cannot by their

righteous deeds deliver their children, with what confidence shall we, if

we keep not our baptism pure and undefiled, enter into the kingdom of

God ? Or who shall be our advocate, unless we be found having holy

and righteous works ?

7. So then, my brethren, let us contend, knowing that the contest

is nigh at hand, and that, while many resort to the corruptible contests,

yet not all are crowned, but only they that have toiled hard and
contended bravely. Let us then contend that we all may be crowned.

Wherefore let us run in the straight course, the incorruptible contest.

And let us resort to it in throngs and contend, that we may also be

crowned. And if we cannot all be crowned, let us at least come near

to the crown. We ought to know that he which contendeth in the cor-

ruptible contest, if he be found dealing corruptly with it, is first flogged,

and then removed and driven out of the race-course. What think ye ?

What shall be done to him that hath dealt corruptly with the contest of
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incorruption ? For as concerning them that have not kept the seal,

He saith, Their worm shall not die, and their fire shall not be quenched,

and they shall befor a spectacle unto allflesh.

8. While we are on earth then, let us repent : for we are clay under

the craftsman's hand. For in like manner as the potter, if he be making

a vessel, and it get twisted or crushed in his hands, reshapeth it again

;

but if he have once put it into the fiery oven, he shall no longer mend
it: so also let us, while we are in this world, repent with our whole

heart of the evil things which we have done in the flesh, that we may be

saved by the Lord, while we have yet time for repentance. For after

that we have departed out of the world, we can no more make

confession there, or repent any more. Wherefore, brethren, if we shall

have done the will of the Father and kept the flesh pure and guarded

the commandments of the Lord, we shall receive life eternal. For the

Lord saith in the Gospel, If ye kept not that which is little, who shall

give unto you that which is great ? For I say unto you that he which is

faithful in the least, is faithful also in much. So then He meaneth this,

Keep the flesh pure and the seal unstained, to the end that we may

receive life.

9. And let not any one of you say that this flesh is not judged

neither riseth again. Understand ye. In what were ye saved? In

what did ye recover your sight ? if ye were not in this flesh. We ought

therefore to guard the flesh as a temple of God : for in like manner as

ye were called in the flesh, ye shall come also in the flesh. If Christ

the Lord who saved us, being first spirit, then became flesh, and so

called us, in like manner also shall we in this flesh receive our reward.

Let us therefore love one another, that we all may come unto the

kingdom of God. While we have time to be healed, let us place our-

selves in the hands of God the physician, giving Him a recompense.

What recompense? Repentance from a sincere heart. For He dis-

cemeth all things beforehand and knoweth what is in our heart. Let

us therefore give unto Him eternal praise, not from our lips only, but

also from our heart, that He may receive us as sons. For the Lord

also said, These are My brethren, which do the will ofMy Father.

10. Wherefore, my brethren, let us do the will of the Father which

called us, that we may live ; and let us the rather pursue virtue, but

forsake vice as the forerunner of our sins, and let us flee from ungodli-

ness, lest evils overtake us. For if we be diligent in doing good, peace

will pursue us. For for this cause is a man unable to t attain happiness +,
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seeing that they call in the fears of men, preferring rather the enjoyment

which is here than the promise which is to come. For they know not

how great torment the enjoyment which is here bringeth, and what

delight the promise which is to come bringeth. And if verily they were

doing these things by themselves alone, it had been tolerable : but now

they continue teaching evil to innocent souls, not knowing that they

shall have their condemnation doubled, both themselves and their

hearers.

11. Let us therefore serve God in a pure heart, and we shall be

righteous; but if we serve Him not, because we believe not the

promise of God, we shall be wretched. For the word of prophecy also

saith : Wretched are the double-minded, that doubt in their heart and say,

These things we heard of old in the days of our fathers also, yet we have

waited day after day and have seen none of them. Ye fools ! compare

yourselves unto a tree ; take a vine. First it sheddeth its leaves, then a

shoot Cometh, after this a sour berry, then a full ripe grape. So likewise

My people had tutnults and afflictions : but afterward they shall receive

good things. Wherefore, my brethren, let us not be double-minded but

endure patiently in hope, that we may also obtain our reward. For

faithful is He that promised to pay to each man the recompense of his

works. If therefore we shall have wrought righteousness in the sight of

God, we shall enter into His kingdom and shall receive the promises

which ear hath not heard nor eye seen, neither hath it entered into the

heart of man.

12. Let us therefore await the kingdom of God betimes in love

and righteousness, since we know not the day of God's appearing. For

the Lord Himself, being asked by a certain person when His kingdom

would come, said. When tJie two shall be one, and the outside as the

inside, and the male with the female, neit/ier male nor female. Now the

two are one, when we speak truth among ourselves, and in two bodies

there shall be one soul without dissimulation. And by the outside as tlie

inside He meaneth this : by the inside He meaneth the soul and by the

outside the body. Therefore in like manner as thy body appeareth, so

also let thy soul be manifest in its good works. And by the male with

the female, neither male nor female. He meaneth this j that a brother

seeing a sister should have no thought of her as of a female, and that

a sister seeing a brother should not have any thought of him as of a

male. These things if ye do, saith He, the kingdom of my Father

shall come.










